
Fig. 1. Total Number of Positions Advertised in the MLA Job Information List , 1975–76 to 2007–08
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Fig. 2. Trends in the Number of Positions Advertised in the Five Seasonal Issues of the English JIL ,
1975–76 to 2007–08
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Fig. 3. Trends in the Number of Positions Advertised in the Five Seasonal Issues of the Foreign Language JIL ,
1975–76 to 2007–08
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Fig. 4. Number and Percentage of Ads Indexed for Tenure Status and Rank
in the English JIL , 2004–05 to 2007–08
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Fig. 5. Number and Percentage of Ads Indexed for Tenure Status and Rank
in the Foreign Language JIL , 2004–05 to 2007–08

634 (41.7%)642 (44.7%)
569 (46.0%)556 (44.6%)

141 (9.3%)114 (7.9%)
121 (9.8%)123 (9.9%)

131 (8.6%)104 (7.2%)
110 (8.9%)117 (9.4%)

576 (37.8%)
550 (38.3%)

411 (33.2%)417 (33.4%)

40 (2.6%)
26 (1.8%)

26 (2.1%)35 (2.8%)

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400

1,600

2004–05 2005–06 2006–07 2007–08

Tenure status unknown

Indexed as non-tenure- track

Other tenure-track

Tenure-track assistant professor and
some other rank (more than one index
term for rank chosen)

Tenure-track assistant professor



Table 1a. Distribution of Ads by Tenure Status and Seasonal Issue, 2004–05 English JIL
How Listings Were Indexed

Tenure-track Non-tenure-track Not indexed for 
tenure status

October Number of listings 564 38 12 614
Row percentage 91.9% 6.2% 2.0% 100.0%
Column percentage 47.3% 14.1% 35.3% 41.0%

December Number of listings 268 59 7 334
Row percentage 80.2% 17.7% 2.1% 100.0%
Column percentage 22.5% 21.9% 20.6% 22.3%

February Number of listings 249 53 8 310
Row percentage 80.3% 17.1% 2.6% 100.0%
Column percentage 20.9% 19.6% 23.5% 20.7%

April Number of listings 81 41 1 123
Row percentage 65.9% 33.3% 0.8% 100.0%
Column percentage 6.8% 15.2% 2.9% 8.2%

Summer Number of listings 31 79 6 116
Row percentage 26.7% 68.1% 5.2% 100.0%
Column percentage 2.6% 29.3% 17.6% 7.7%

Total number of listings 1,193 270 34 1,497
Total row percentage 79.7% 18.0% 2.3% 100.0%
Total column percentage 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Table 1b. Distribution of Ads by Tenure Status and Seasonal Issue, 2007–08 English JIL
How Listings Were Indexed

Tenure-track Non-tenure-track Not indexed for 
tenure status

October Number of listings 524 48 6 578
Row percentage 90.7% 8.3% 1.0% 100.0%
Column percentage 42.1% 13.6% 12.2% 35.1%

December Number of listings 358 46 9 413
Row percentage 86.7% 11.1% 2.2% 100.0%
Column percentage 28.8% 13.0% 18.4% 25.1%

February Number of listings 241 101 17 359
Row percentage 67.1% 28.1% 4.7% 100.0%
Column percentage 19.4% 28.6% 34.7% 21.8%

April Number of listings 69 59 5 133
Row percentage 51.9% 44.4% 3.8% 100.0%
Column percentage 5.5% 16.7% 10.2% 8.1%

Summer Number of listings 52 99 12 163
Row percentage 31.9% 60.7% 7.4% 100.0%
Column percentage 4.2% 28.0% 24.5% 9.9%

Total number of listings 1,244 353 49 1,646
Total row percentage 75.6% 21.4% 3.0% 100.0%
Total column percentage 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Data Grand Total

Issue Data Grand Total

Issue



Table 2a. Distribution of Ads by Tenure Status and Seasonal Issue, 2004–05 Foreign Language JIL
How Listings Were Indexed

Tenure-track Non-tenure-track Not indexed for 
tenure status

October Number of listings 320 58 4 382
Row percentage 83.8% 15.2% 1.0% 100.0%
Column percentage 40.2% 13.9% 11.4% 30.6%

December Number of listings 228 74 11 313
Row percentage 72.8% 23.6% 3.5% 100.0%
Column percentage 28.6% 17.7% 31.4% 25.1%

February Number of listings 173 117 9 299
Row percentage 57.9% 39.1% 3.0% 100.0%
Column percentage 21.7% 28.1% 25.7% 24.0%

April Number of listings 40 62 4 106
Row percentage 37.7% 58.5% 3.8% 100.0%
Column percentage 5.0% 14.9% 11.4% 8.5%

Summer Number of listings 35 106 7 148
Row percentage 23.6% 71.6% 4.7% 100.0%
Column percentage 4.4% 25.4% 20.0% 11.9%

Total number of listings 796 417 35 1,248
Total row percentage 63.8% 33.4% 2.8% 100.0%
Total column percentage 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Table 2b. Distribution of Ads by Tenure Status and Seasonal Issue, 2007–08 Foreign Language JIL
How Listings Were Indexed

Tenure-track Non-tenure-track Not indexed for 
tenure status

October Number of listings 343 79 2 424
Row percentage 80.9% 18.6% 0.5% 100.0%
Column percentage 37.9% 13.7% 5.0% 27.9%

December Number of listings 303 82 8 393
Row percentage 77.1% 20.9% 2.0% 100.0%
Column percentage 33.4% 14.2% 20.0% 25.8%

February Number of listings 179 141 8 328
Row percentage 54.6% 43.0% 2.4% 100.0%
Column percentage 19.8% 24.5% 20.0% 21.6%

April Number of listings 47 117 8 172
Row percentage 27.3% 68.0% 4.7% 100.0%
Column percentage 5.2% 20.3% 20.0% 11.3%

Summer Number of listings 34 157 14 205
Row percentage 16.6% 76.6% 6.8% 100.0%
Column percentage 3.8% 27.3% 35.0% 13.5%

Total number of listings 906 576 40 1,522
Total row percentage 59.5% 37.8% 2.6% 100.0%
Total column percentage 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Grand TotalIssue Data

Issue Data Grand Total



Table 3. Number of Ads in the English JIL  Indexed by Professorial Rank, 2000–01 to 2007–08

Assistant professor Number of ads 1,025 1,007 963 865 956 914 1,005 990
Percentage of ads 63.2% 65.5% 67.1% 63.5% 63.9% 61.7% 63.9% 60.1%

Instructor or assistant professor Number of ads 44 30 36 40 35 46 37 34
Percentage of ads 2.7% 2.0% 2.5% 2.9% 2.3% 3.1% 2.4% 2.1%

Assistant or associate professor Number of ads 123 105 96 122 122 121 121 125
Percentage of ads 7.6% 6.8% 6.7% 9.0% 8.1% 8.2% 7.7% 7.6%

Assistant, associate, or full professor Number of ads 64 79 52 44 53 60 53 70
Percentage of ads 3.9% 5.1% 3.6% 3.2% 3.5% 4.0% 3.4% 4.3%

Other combinations with assistant professor Number of ads 17 10 7 8 13 13 9 12
Percentage of ads 1.0% 0.7% 0.5% 0.6% 0.9% 0.9% 0.6% 0.7%

Instructor Number of ads 149 123 113 103 136 125 130 178
Percentage of ads 9.2% 8.0% 7.9% 7.6% 9.1% 8.4% 8.3% 10.8%

Associate professor Number of ads 17 22 17 30 21 24 27 28
Percentage of ads 1.0% 1.4% 1.2% 2.2% 1.4% 1.6% 1.7% 1.7%

Professor Number of ads 46 39 42 55 42 61 40 54
Percentage of ads 2.8% 2.5% 2.9% 4.0% 2.8% 4.1% 2.5% 3.3%

Other ranks Number of ads 63 66 50 41 64 54 77 71
Percentage of ads 3.9% 4.3% 3.5% 3.0% 4.3% 3.6% 4.9% 4.3%

(blank) Number of ads 74 57 60 54 55 64 74 84
Percentage of ads 4.6% 3.7% 4.2% 4.0% 3.7% 4.3% 4.7% 5.1%

1,622 1,538 1,436 1,362 1,497 1,482 1,573 1,646
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Total number of ads

2004–05 2005–06 2006–07 2007–08Type of Position Data 2000–01 2001–02 2002–03 2003–04



Table 4. Number of Ads in the Foreign Language JIL Indexed by Professorial Rank, 2000–01 to 2007–08

Assistant professor Number of ads 791 739 765 667 689 686 791 779
Percentage of ads 57.4% 59.0% 60.9% 56.7% 55.2% 55.5% 55.1% 51.2%

Instructor or assistant professor Number of ads 93 71 54 75 72 69 65 69
Percentage of ads 6.7% 5.7% 4.3% 6.4% 5.8% 5.6% 4.5% 4.5%

Assistant or associate professor Number of ads 65 62 76 65 76 61 73 87
Percentage of ads 4.7% 4.9% 6.1% 5.5% 6.1% 4.9% 5.1% 5.7%

Assistant, associate, or full professor Number of ads 42 47 34 30 42 49 42 58
Percentage of ads 3.0% 3.8% 2.7% 2.6% 3.4% 4.0% 2.9% 3.8%

Other combinations with assistant professor Number of ads 17 8 10 7 8 9 12 17
Percentage of ads 1.2% 0.6% 0.8% 0.6% 0.6% 0.7% 0.8% 1.1%

Instructor Number of ads 201 183 171 192 210 219 301 320
Percentage of ads 14.6% 14.6% 13.6% 16.3% 16.8% 17.7% 21.0% 21.0%

Associate professor Number of ads 20 11 8 11 15 17 14 24
Percentage of ads 1.5% 0.9% 0.6% 0.9% 1.2% 1.4% 1.0% 1.6%

Professor Number of ads 33 31 27 26 29 34 29 43
Percentage of ads 2.4% 2.5% 2.1% 2.2% 2.3% 2.7% 2.0% 2.8%

Other ranks Number of ads 49 45 50 49 56 50 50 45
Percentage of ads 3.6% 3.6% 4.0% 4.2% 4.5% 4.0% 3.5% 3.0%

(blank) Number of ads 68 56 61 54 51 43 59 80
Percentage of ads 4.9% 4.5% 4.9% 4.6% 4.1% 3.5% 4.1% 5.3%

1,379 1,253 1,256 1,176 1,248 1,237 1,436 1,522
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

2006–07 2007–082002–03 2003–04 2004–05 2005–06

Total number of ads

2000–01 2001–02Type of Position Data



Table 5. Field Specializations Called for in Ads Published in the English JIL , 2000–01 to 2007–08
as Indicated by the Index Terms Departments Select to Classify Their Ads

Number of 
Ads

Percentage 
of Ads

Number of 
Ads

Percentage 
of Ads

Number of 
Ads

Percentage 
of Ads

Number of 
Ads

Percentage 
of Ads

Number of 
Ads

Percentage 
of Ads

Number of 
Ads

Percentage 
of Ads

Number of 
Ads

Percentage 
of Ads

Number of 
Ads

Percentage 
of Ads

Composition, Rhetoric, and Writing
Composition and rhetoric 499 30.8% 492 32.0% 417 29.0% 400 29.4% 484 32.3% 438 29.6% 458 29.1% 529 32.1%
Technical and business writing 187 11.5% 154 10.0% 142 9.9% 116 8.5% 155 10.4% 146 9.9% 129 8.2% 135 8.2%
Creative writing 230 14.2% 250 16.3% 205 14.3% 206 15.1% 206 13.8% 220 14.8% 236 15.0% 241 14.6%

Literary Studies
British literature 499 30.8% 453 29.5% 411 28.6% 381 28.0% 363 24.2% 364 24.6% 443 28.2% 473 28.7%
American literature 438 27.0% 365 23.7% 344 24.0% 332 24.4% 312 20.8% 311 21.0% 377 24.0% 364 22.1%
Literature in English other than British or American 221 13.6% 199 12.9% 181 12.6% 174 12.8% 186 11.8% 122 7.4%
African American literature 204 12.6% 160 10.4% 157 10.9% 149 10.9% 131 8.8% 139 9.4% 162 10.3% 131 8.0%
Other minority literatures 230 14.2% 182 11.8% 176 12.3% 159 11.7% 123 8.2% 146 9.9% 176 11.2% 127 7.7%
Postcolonial literature 117 7.8% 122 8.2% 138 8.8% 109 6.6%
World literature 126 8.4% 130 8.8% 155 9.9% 121 7.4%
Comparative literature 223 13.7% 229 14.9% 258 18.0% 234 17.2% 173 11.6% 189 12.8% 222 14.1% 257 15.6%
Generalist 249 15.4% 211 13.7% 164 11.4% 170 12.5% 182 12.2% 175 11.8% 172 10.9% 232 14.1%
Criticism, theory 94 6.3% 85 5.7% 105 6.7% 113 6.9%
Cultural studies 148 9.9% 178 12.0% 174 11.1% 194 11.8%
Film 73 4.9% 95 6.4% 105 6.7% 107 6.5%
Interdisciplinary 156 10.4% 163 11.0% 165 10.5% 180 10.9%

Other Fields of Specialiation
English education 128 7.9% 134 8.7% 109 7.6% 101 7.4% 100 6.7% 93 6.3% 116 7.4% 129 7.8%
Linguistics and ESL 179 11.0% 176 11.4% 155 10.8% 134 9.8% 184 12.3% 165 11.1% 143 9.1% 220 13.4%
Technology and digital media 105 7.7% 98 6.5% 126 8.5% 154 9.8% 174 10.6%
Department chair 53 3.3% 54 3.5% 36 2.5% 56 4.1% 40 2.7% 58 3.9% 130 8.3% 147 8.9%
Other administrative 93 5.7% 92 6.0% 68 4.7% 79 5.8% 156 10.4% 150 10.1%
Other fields of specialization 269 16.6% 307 20.0% 340 23.7% 329 24.2% 90 6.0% 218 14.7% 311 19.8% 352 21.4%
Spanish 29 1.8% 35 2.3% 29 2.0% 18 1.3% 27 1.8% 16 1.1% 22 1.4% 35 2.1%
Latin America 16 1.0% 21 1.4% 25 1.7% 18 1.3% 13 0.9% 11 0.7% 16 1.0% 15 0.9%
French 16 1.0% 18 1.2% 17 1.2% 13 1.0% 16 1.1% 10 0.7% 11 0.7% 29 1.8%
Francophone studies 5 0.3% 6 0.4% 10 0.7% 9 0.7% 3 0.2% 5 0.3% 8 0.5% 6 0.4%
Germanic and Scandinavian 11 0.7% 18 1.2% 11 0.8% 9 0.7% 12 0.8% 11 0.7% 16 1.0% 26 1.6%
Arabic 2 0.1% 10 0.7% 5 0.3% 3 0.2% 6 0.4% 9 0.6% 16 1.0% 13 0.8%
Hebrew 3 0.2% 9 0.6% 5 0.3% 2 0.1% 5 0.3% 7 0.5% 9 0.6% 11 0.7%
Classical 5 0.3% 12 0.8% 9 0.6% 5 0.4% 4 0.3% 8 0.5% 6 0.4% 8 0.5%
Chinese 5 0.3% 14 0.9% 13 0.9% 7 0.5% 5 0.3% 10 0.7% 16 1.0% 6 0.4%
Italian 7 0.4% 2 0.1% 6 0.4% 6 0.4% 6 0.4% 1 0.1% 6 0.4% 6 0.4%
Portuguese 6 0.4% 8 0.5% 4 0.3% 5 0.4% 6 0.4% 1 0.1% 6 0.4% 6 0.4%
Russian and Slavic 2 0.1% 19 1.2% 4 0.3% 4 0.3% 6 0.4% 2 0.1% 3 0.2% 6 0.4%
Japanese 6 0.4% 6 0.4% 8 0.6% 7 0.5% 7 0.5% 10 0.7% 13 0.8% 4 0.2%
Other languages 19 1.2% 19 1.2% 13 0.9% 27 2.0% 25 1.7% 26 1.8% 27 1.7% 19 1.2%
Nonacademic 29 1.8% 24 1.6% 17 1.2% 14 1.0% 19 1.3% 9 0.6% 22 1.4% 23 1.4%

Total number of ads 1,622 100.0% 1,538 100.0% 1,436 100.0% 1,362 100.0% 1,497 100.0% 1,482 100.0% 1,573 100.0% 1,646 100.0%
Notes
Departments may use multiple index terms to classify their ads; therefore the number of ads indexed for various field specialties adds up to a total greater than the number of ads published.
The list of terms available for departments to index their ads has varied from year to year; blank cells indicate years when a given term was not available.
In any given year some 200 to 300 ads call for specializations in both English and foreign languages and appear in both the English and foreign language editions; both English and foreign language index terms are available to classifiy these ads.

2002–03 2003–04 2004–05 2005–06 2006–07 2007–08
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Table 6. Field Specializations Called for in Ads Published in the Foreign Language JIL , 2000–01 to 2007–08
as Indicated by the Index Terms Departments Select to Classify Their Ads

Number of 
Ads

Percentage 
of Ads

Number of 
Ads

Percentage 
of Ads

Number of 
Ads

Percentage 
of Ads

Number of 
Ads

Percentage 
of Ads

Number of 
Ads

Percentage 
of Ads

Number of 
Ads

Percentage 
of Ads

Number of 
Ads

Percentage 
of Ads

Number of 
Ads

Percentage 
of Ads

Languages
Spanish 638 46.3% 588 46.9% 547 43.6% 519 44.1% 554 44.4% 546 44.1% 592 41.2% 629 41.3%
Latin America 169 12.3% 145 11.6% 144 11.5% 129 11.0% 161 12.9% 148 12.0% 150 10.4% 164 10.8%
French 244 17.7% 204 16.3% 207 16.5% 179 15.2% 228 18.3% 198 16.0% 244 17.0% 222 14.6%
Francophone studies 47 3.4% 43 3.4% 47 3.7% 38 3.2% 60 4.8% 44 3.6% 67 4.7% 67 4.4%
Germanic and Scandinavian 146 10.6% 141 11.3% 110 8.8% 129 11.0% 125 10.0% 125 10.1% 141 9.8% 153 10.1%
Italian 93 6.7% 71 5.7% 78 6.2% 70 6.0% 83 6.7% 71 5.7% 100 7.0% 94 6.2%
Chinese 35 2.5% 40 3.2% 46 3.7% 24 2.0% 27 2.2% 43 3.5% 92 6.4% 85 5.6%
Arabic 15 1.1% 11 0.9% 19 1.5% 27 2.3% 35 2.8% 48 3.9% 56 3.9% 47 3.1%
Portuguese 22 1.6% 32 2.6% 28 2.2% 31 2.6% 31 2.5% 33 2.7% 41 2.9% 42 2.8%
Japanese 35 2.5% 43 3.4% 30 2.4% 24 2.0% 33 2.6% 39 3.2% 42 2.9% 35 2.3%
Russian and Slavic 44 3.2% 40 3.2% 48 3.8% 40 3.4% 31 2.5% 45 3.6% 27 1.9% 30 2.0%
Hebrew 11 0.8% 9 0.7% 9 0.7% 10 0.9% 7 0.6% 8 0.6% 7 0.5% 8 0.5%
Classical 13 0.9% 7 0.6% 16 1.3% 6 0.5% 6 0.5% 3 0.2% 3 0.2% 8 0.5%
Generalist 225 16.3% 214 17.1% 191 15.2% 123 10.5% 97 7.8% 98 7.9% 78 5.4% 60 3.9%
Other languages 28 2.0% 36 2.9% 32 2.5% 29 2.5% 27 2.2% 45 3.6% 42 2.9% 56 3.7%
Linguistics and ESL 116 8.4% 101 8.1% 99 7.9% 91 7.7% 106 8.5% 92 7.4% 96 6.7% 95 6.2%

Other Language and Literature Specializations
Comparative literature 51 3.7% 43 3.4% 66 5.3% 60 5.1% 42 3.4% 64 5.2% 46 3.2% 55 3.6%
World literature 0 0.0% 0 0 0 8 0.6% 4 0.3% 2 0.1% 4 0.3%
Cultural studies 20 1.6% 14 1.1% 8 0.6% 11 0.7%
American literature 0 0.0% 1 0.1% 1 0.1% 0 0.0% 1 0.1% 0 0.0% 2 0.1% 0 0.0%
African American literature 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1 0.1%
Other minority literatures 3 0.2% 4 0.3% 7 0.6% 4 0.3% 10 0.8% 7 0.6% 5 0.3% 10 0.7%
Literature in English other than British or American 1 0.1% 1 0.1% 3 0.2% 1 0.1% 0 0.0% 2 0.1%
Postcolonial literature 1 0.1% 2 0.2% 1 0.1%
Criticism, theory 2 0.2% 1 0.1% 2 0.1%
Film 3 0.2% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 2 0.1%
Technology and digital media 36 3.1% 37 3.0% 26 2.1% 29 2.0% 24 1.6%
Interdisciplinary 6 0.5% 3 0.2% 4 0.3% 7 0.5%
Composition and rhetoric 1 0.1% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.1% 1 0.1% 0 0.0% 1 0.1% 2 0.1%
Technical and business writing 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0 1 0.1% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Creative writing 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.1% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
English education 1 0.1% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.1% 0 0.0%
Department chair 24 1.7% 19 1.5% 30 2.4% 28 2.4% 36 2.9% 39 3.2% 34 2.4% 45 3.0%
Other administrative 2 0.1% 4 0.3% 4 0.3% 3 0.3% 35 2.8% 17 1.4%
Nonacademic 6 0.4% 6 0.5% 3 0.2% 3 0.3% 2 0.2% 3 0.2% 0 0.0% 1 0.1%
Other 34 2.5% 40 3.2% 40 3.2% 40 3.4% 18 1.4% 25 2.0% 44 3.1% 29 1.9%

Total number of ads 1,379 100.0% 1,253 100.0% 1,256 100.0% 1,176 100.0% 1,248 100.0% 1,237 100.0% 1,436 100.0% 1,522 100.0%
Notes
Departments may use multiple index terms to classify their ads; therefore the number of ads indexed for various field specialties adds up to a total greater than the number of ads published.
The list of terms available for departments to index their ads has varied from year to year; blank cells indicate years when a given term was not available.
In any given year some 200 to 300 ads call for specializations in both English and foreign languages and appear in both the English and foreign language editions; both English and foreign language index terms are available to classifiy these ads.

Index Term Selected to Classify Ad

2000–01 2001–02 2006–07 2007–082002–03 2003–04 2004–05 2005–06


	Fig1=N of jobs E and FL 1976 to 2008.pdf
	Fig2=Jobs x seasonal issue E.pdf
	Fig3=Jobs x seasonal issue FL.pdf
	Fig4=English.tenure status & rank.2004-05 to 2007-08.pdf
	Fig5=FL.tenure status & rank.2004-05 to 2007-08.pdf
	Table1a 1b=E Listings x seasonal issue and tenure status.pdf
	Table2a 2b=FL Listings x seasonal issue and tenure status.pdf
	Table3=E listings x rank.2000-01 to 2007-08.pdf
	Table4=FL listings x rank.2000-01 to 2007-08.pdf
	Table5=E listings x field.2000-01 to 2007-08.pdf
	Table6=FL listings x field.2000-01 to 2007-08.pdf

