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Computational text analysis, especially text mining coupled with mass-scale book 
digitization, is rapidly reaching the point where it can supplant some of the specific 
affordances of bookspace and the basic limits of human cognition with new kinds of 
reading practices, variously called "distant or distance reading" or "not reading." At the 
same time, the growing competition between rival scanning projects is responsible for the 
rapid public prototyping of intensely engineered new reading interfaces, coupled with the 
frenetic multiplication of online editions of printed books. All of this at a moment when 
the NEA, in a widely publicized 2004 report, diagnoses reading itself to be "at risk" and 
Amazon.com is about to release its Kindle ebook reader, which CEO Jeff Bezos 
describes as the "iPod of reading."  In this talk, I will discuss these developments from 
the standpoint of literary scholarship, with particular emphasis on how we prepare and 
train graduate students to function in this new media environment. 


