
Divisions

Interdisciplinary Approaches
Children’s Literature

Romance and Young Adult Literature. Ro-
mance narratives for teens. Possible topics: 
history and development of young-adult ro-
mance, gender and sexuality issues, compari-
sons with adult genre romance, etc. 250-word 
abstracts by 1 Mar.; Catherine Tosenberger 
(ctosen@​gmail​.com).

Screening Childhood. Reconsidering our 
understanding of children’s literature adapted 
for film or television. Theorized approaches 
to book-film “pairs” particularly welcome. 
1‑page abstracts by 1 Mar.; Erica Hateley 
(ehateley@​ksu​.edu).

Spiritualities in Children’s and Young 
Adult Literature. Religion and spirituality in 
children’s and young-adult literatures, repre-
senting major world religions, spirituality of 
aboriginal and First World peoples, or neopa-
ganism. 500-word abstracts by 1 Mar.; Keith 
Dorwick (kdorwick@​yahoo​.com) and Jameela 
Lares (Jameela​.Lares@​usm​.edu).

MLA Committees
Committee on the Literatures of 
People of Color in the United States 
and Canada

Practices of the Ethnic Archive. Recent tex-
tual discoveries or out-of-print works that can 
rethink our established ethnic or minority 
canons and the organization, logics, and ques-
tions they generate. Abstracts by 26 Feb.; Dana 
A. Williams (d_williams@​howard​.edu).

Sanctioned Violence: The State and Subjects 
of Color. Representations of institutionalized 
violence in United States minority cultures. 
Penalization, militarization, and para-
militarization of domestic, civic space—and 
disciplinary framings of minority subjects. 
Abstracts by 26 Feb.; Vernetta K. Williams 
(vernetta@​alumni​.unc​.edu).

Transformative Texts: Books That Rocked 
the World. Single, paradigm-changing literary 
texts by authors of color in the United States 
and Canada. How did they rethink, reshape, 

redirect the field? 250-word abstracts by 
26 Feb.; Lan Dong (baerchendong@​yahoo​.com).

Special Sessions
These proposed topics for special ses-
sions at the convention have not been 
approved; the announcements are in-
tended to bring potential organizers and 
panelists together before organizers send 
in their final proposals. Organizers and 
panelists should note the 7 April deadline 
for membership and the 1 April deadline 
for submission of final proposals.

Antireligious Propaganda in Early Ameri-
can Literature. Any aspect of early American 
writings that denounces religion or the role 
of religion in society. 250-word abstracts by 
1 Mar.; Hussam S. Timani (hussam​.timani@​
cnu​.edu).

The Concept of the Other and the Poetics 
of Wallace Stevens. How does the concept of 
the other—phenomenological, structuralist, 
psychoanalytic—reconfigure the problems of 
Stevens’s poetry? Abstracts by 15 Mar.; Bulent 
Eken (be5@​duke​.edu).

Rebecca Harding Davis: Beyond. On any as-
pect of Davis’s writings after “Life”; new cul-
tural or literary contexts especially welcome. 
1‑page proposals by 10 Mar.; Sharon M. Harris 
(sharon​.harris@​uconn​.edu).

Dogs in Art and Literature in Early Modern 
Europe. Any aspect of dogs in the visual cul-
ture and written text of early modern Europe. 
250-word abstracts by 1 Mar.; Mirzam Handal 
(mhandal@​tulane​.edu).

East Asian Humor and Cultural Modernity. 
Critical or historical approaches to comic liter-
ature, film, or drama in or about East Asia, in 
relation to cultural modernity and the politics 
of humor. 500-word abstracts by 16 Mar.; Alex-
ander C. Y. Huang (acyhuang@​psu​.edu).

Elizabethan Literature and the Tudor Ar-
istocracy. Topics related to the attribution 
of Tudor aristocratic women on the sonnets. 
250-word abstracts by 1 Mar.; Diana Obeid 
(dobei001@​odu​.edu).

French Crises. Contemporary crises in 
France’s social-historical models and in its 
insertion within larger constructs (i.e., the EU, 
the global economy, international politics); 
“déclinisme,” its artistic representations, and 
more. 1‑page abstracts by 1 Mar.; Alain M. Ga-
bon (agabon@​vwc​.edu).

In Celebration of Blackness and Value. Re-
sponses to Lindon Barrett’s “Seeing Double.” 
Address questions of sound versus sight, 
forms and figures of value; marginality; vio-
lence; blackness and Enlightenment thought. 
Abstracts of papers by 1 Mar.; Jennifer Brody 
(jennifer​.brody@​duke​.edu).

Literature of the Hudson River Valley: A 
Quadricentennial. Papers on the literature of 
the Hudson River valley to commemorate the 
400th anniversary of Hudson’s voyage. 2–3-
page abstracts and biographies by 10 Mar.; Sa-
brina Fuchs-Abrams (sabrina​.fuchs-abrams@​
esc​.edu).

New Directions in Black Autobiography. Ex-
ploring new theoretical, critical, and historical 
approaches to black autobiography, 1896 to 
the present; readings of neglected autobiog-
raphies that illuminate such new directions. 
250-word abstracts and brief vitae by 1 Mar.; 
Anthony S. Foy (afoy1@​swarthmore​.edu).

Nietzsche and Contemporary Critical Prac-
tice. What is Nietzsche’s role in the develop-
ment and self-understanding of the history of 
literary theory? How can that genealogy be re-
assessed and reevaluated today? Abstracts by 
15 Mar.; Magdalena Ostas (mostas@​fau​.edu).

Translating Africa in/and Global Contexts. 
What are the theories for reading and trans-
lating Africa in global contexts? What is 
their impact on global reception, teaching, 
and criticism in and of modern languages? 
250-word abstracts by 15 Mar.; Wangui Wa 
Goro (wagoro@​gmail​.com).

Allied and Affiliate Organizations
Simone de Beauvoir Society

Papers dealing with any aspect of the works 
or life of Simone de Beauvoir. Titles and 
2–3-paragraph abstracts by 10 Mar.; Yolanda 
Patterson (guyyopat@​aol​.com).

Calls for Papers for 2009 Convention in Philadelphia
The 2009 convention will be held in Philadelphia. Members should familiarize themselves with the guidelines for the 
MLA convention, which appear on the MLA Web site (www.mla.org) and in the September 2008 PMLA (pp. 889–94), be-
fore writing to the organizers listed below. If not provided, organizers’ addresses are available on the MLA Web site to 
MLA members and listed in the September 2008 PMLA. All participants in convention sessions must be MLA members 
by 7 April 2009. Organizers are responsible for responding to all inquiries. A member may participate as speaker or 
respondent only twice (e.g., by organizing and chairing a meeting, reading a paper, or serving as a speaker, panelist, or 
respondent in one or two sessions) at a single convention.

Calls for papers are limited to thirty-five words, including the session title but not the name or address of the organizer.
Groups that announce two or more calls for papers with the same contact person list the contact person only once.

Deadline for Audiovisual Requests
All requests for audiovisual equipment must be made by the chair of the session by 1 April. Requests must be received by 
mail or by fax by 5:00 p.m. on this date. Because the need for audiovisual equipment is a major factor in the scheduling of 
meetings (and because the movement of equipment is both costly and hazardous), the deadline is firm. Participants should 
indicate their audiovisual needs when they respond to a call for papers and should check with the chair of the session or 
with the MLA convention office to be sure that the necessary equipment has been ordered by 1 April.

http://www.mla.org
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Children’s Literature Association

Malevolent Metafiction: Good Books Gone 
Bad. Metafiction in children’s literature: topics 
include metafiction as ineffective or threaten-
ing authority figures, as enculturation, and 
as subversion. 1‑page abstracts by 1 Mar.; Jor-
dana Hall (chlittamuc@​yahoo​.com).

Teenaged Monsters. Why is adolescent devel-
opment represented as monstrous in horror 
fiction and film for young adults? Possible 
areas of inquiry: sexuality, gender, types of 
monsters, or tropes (e.g., possession, haunt-
ing). 1‑page abstracts by 1 Mar.; June Pulliam 
(jpullia@​lsu​.edu).

Conference on Christianity and 
Literature

Faith and Fable in Geoffrey Hill’s Poetry. 
A roundtable addressing the interactions 
among religious belief, religious doubt, and 
the imagination in the poetry of Geoffrey Hill. 
250-word abstracts. by 15 Mar.; Emily Merri-
man (estm@​sfsu​.edu).

Nathaniel Hawthorne Society

Hawthorne as a Writer of Creative Non-
fiction. All interpretations of the topic of 
Hawthorne as a writer of creative nonfiction. 
250-word proposals for 20-min. papers by 
1 Mar.; Sam Coale (samcoale@​cox​.net).

Sophia Peabody at Two Hundred. Her art, 
writing, editing, illustrations, and influence 
on Hawthorne’s fiction. 250-word propos-
als for 20-min. papers by 1 Mar.; Sam Coale 
(samcoale@​cox​.net).

Ernest Hemingway Foundation 
and Society

Hemingway and African (American) Writ-
ers. How have African (American) authors 
and critics engaged with Hemingway? How 
can one teach Hemingway in conjunction with 
black writers? 150-word proposals by 1 Mar.; 
Suzanne del Gizzo (delgizzos@​chc​.edu).

Medieval and Renaissance 
Drama Society

Cognitive Theories of Medieval Perfor-
mance. Cognitive theory helps us explore 

medieval performance events and their recep-
tion. Work invited from all medieval periods 
and geographic regions. 1‑page abstracts 
by 15 Mar.; Carolyn E. Coulson-Grigsby 
(ccoulson2@​su​.edu).

Performing Race: Language and Difference 
in Early Theater. Papers on medieval and 
early modern theater from a variety of geo-
graphic regions or linguistic traditions. 1‑page 
abstracts by 15 Mar.; Carolyn E. Coulson-
Grigsby (ccoulson2@​su​.edu).

Society for the Study of Southern 
Literature

Music and Writing in the United States 
South. Proposals on Southern writing and 
any aspect of musical expression. 300–500-
word abstracts by 5 Mar.; Barbara Ladd 
(bladd@​emory​.edu).

The South and the Sublime. Any aspect of 
the sublime in Southern literature. Any histor-
ical period, genre, or theoretical framework. 
250–500-word abstracts by 5 Mar.; Thomas 
Haddox (thaddox@​utk​.edu). 


